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For Tomorrow, Too 
By Elisabeth Howard Elliot 


At Commencement 


HE books are closed. 

The sun streams into the library, 
And I stand, 
Pensive, 
Looking beyond the Tower 
To the green horizon. 
The years have been full— 
How transient, they! 
Yes, “You'll never wer: 
Your college days . 
“You step into 
A cold world ... .” 
Perhaps. 
But there is no difference— 
The days, Lord, have been Thine. 
Thy “Lo, I am with you” is for 
Tomorrow, too. 
Let us remember the way, 
But make us press on. 
Give us true gratitude 
For all the blessing; 
Give us pure vision, show us 
The path of life. 


From The Wheaton Record, Jane 8, 1948. 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“My soul is cast down... yet 
the Lord will command his loving-. 
kindness in the daytime, and in 
the night his song” (Psa. 42:6, 8). 











Desist 


When many burdens press and prob- 
lems perplex, there is a remedy that 
will bring peace even before they are 
lifted and solved. It is this: “Be still, 
and know that I am God” (Psa. 46:10). 
Various renderings of the first two 
words and notes on them in other ver- 
sions are helpful: “Let be” (margin, A.S. 
V.); “Desist” (Young’s translation) ; “De- 
sist; cease your efforts” (margin, Com- 
panion Bible). There are times in the life 
of every Christian when “the bottom 
seems to have dropped out,” when with 
the psalmist he feels like saying, “I sink 
in deep mire, where there is no stand- 
ing: I am come into deep waters, where 
the floods overflow me” (Psa. 69:2). 
This state of mind may be brought 
about by some cutting words spoken or 
written to us; by the apparent impossi- 
bility of getting others to work happily 
together; by multiplied problems, like 
tangled fishing lines that simply baffle 
us; by a sudden, terrifying look into the 
depths of wickedness even in our own 
hearts. The way to peace and light is 
not, first, to wrestle with each of these 
separately or all collectively, but to turn 
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to God and get quiet before Him. We 
must obey that Word, “desist; cease your 
efforts,” and simply “let go and let God.” 
This can best be done by opening the Bi- 
ble in a quiet place, reading slowly and 
prayerfully, asking God for light, then 
laying hold by faith of some promise 
that seems to stand out from the page 
and meditating upon it until it really 
penetrates one’s being., We must stop— 
temporarily, at least—trying to solve 
the problems and consciously roll our 
burdens on Him. Then prayer should 
follow, for forgiveness, for strength, for 
God’s blessing on those we think are our 
enemies, and for guidance. We must 
cease wondering what Kruschev will do 
next; attempting to answer all the head- 
breaking questions that are troubling the 
Church today; insisting that others be 
perfect if we are to have any fellow- 
ship with them; raking over old sins, 
digging up again our own or others’ fail- 
ures. Certainly we should pray, and 
pray earnestly; but having done that to 
the best of our ability, then let us accept 
by faith “the peace of God, which pass- 
eth all understanding” (Phil. 4:7), which 
Christ has left us as a precious legacy 
(John 14: 27). 
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|. French Opposition to Alcohol 


By the late Ernest Gordon 


troubled by the apostle’s directive 

to Timothy to use a little wine for 
the stomach’s sake, they can be reas- 
sured by the fact that alcohol-free wine 
is a specific for stomach disorder, grape 
sugar not requiring digestion but pass- 
ing directly into the circulation. The 
Greeks used a thick, unfermented syrup 
or treacle, “wine without strength” for 
stomach invalids. 

A great French colonial officer, Gen- 
eral Galliéni, gave his experience: 

“I am an absolute partisan of water 
as I know in my person the happy ef- 
fects of abstinence from all alcoholic 
drinks in the colonies. 

“For .twelve years, in whatever sit- 
uation I have found myself, I have 
drunk nothing but the water in the 
neighborhood of my encampments. I 
have never had to ask whence the water 
came. 

“Up to 1887, I drank wine as everyone 
else, neither more nor less than my 
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military associates. I, as they, had the 
belief that, in the debilitating atmos- 
phere of the colonies, it was necessary 
to react against it with the use of good 
wines. 

“In June, 1887, as a consequence of a 
very trying campaign in the Sudan, my 
stomach was in suth a pitiable condi- 
tion that I was unable to hold anything 
down. I therefore gave up the use of all 
wine and liquor. Never have I had in 
my life a better idea. Since then water 
has been my only drink and my stomach 
has been altogether restored. I have 
consequently been able to endure satis- 
factorily hard campaigns during twelve 
years in the Sudan, Tonquin, and Mada- 
gascar. 

“I have drunk water only—not fil- 
tered or boiled but water as it came to 
hand. In the Sudan this was often from 
marshy brooks with unpleasant odor 
and in Madagascar water that actually 
passed for bad. I am not commending 
such, but I wish to say that bad water 
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is better than any kind of alcoholic 
liquor” (including wine). 

A Broadcast Over the French Radio.— 
From M. Gilbert Cesbron’s “Ce Siécle 
Appelle au Secours” (“This Century 
Calls for Help”) comes the following: 

“Pursued by a shouting crowd and a 
bunch of Ouche country huntsmen, a 
stag took refuge in the wine cellar of a 
drinkshop at Beaux-de-Breteuil. It is 
the second time in ten months that this 
has occurred. The first time pursued 
and pursuers continued their, fight in 
the cellar at the expense of thousands 
of francs in broken bottles and spoilt 
merchandise. 

“The saloonkeeper had closed the door 
of the subcellar, so it was on the cellar 
steps that the second stag succumbed 
to the dagger of the hunting team’s 
leader. 

“Some days ago I read these accounts 
in the evening paper. Others read them 
also. I have not been able to get away 
from them, to chase away the pictures 
summoned up. Nevertheless, it is not 
so much the stag I pity nor even the 
hardened, cruel huntsmen. No, it seems 
to me that this noble, innocent animal 
is a type of my country, of the defence- 
less ones who live in our land. 

“I see them pursued by a howling 
mob made up of those who, for money, 
degrade our people, slay them body and 
soul—merchants of drink, producers of 
films ‘forbidden to those under sixteen,’ 
publishers of dirty literature, promoters 
of commercialized vice. They are all 
part of the same hunting pack. Their 
game is our weak brothers, the worst 
paid, the badly lodged, the little cared 
for. 

“Accursed huntsmen! 
run with them! 

“Now this ignoble tragedy in the sa- 
loon cellar among the broken bottles 
and in the foul odor of alcohol, is it not 
that of France also? In the darkness 
one knows no longer what is blood and 
what red wine. It is in these filthy shad- 
ows that they give us cowardly and 
deadly wounds. 

“Yes, the saloon cellar is a symbol. 
If it is true that on entering certain 
churches one feels oneself invested with 
all the prayers there murmured during 
centuries; if it is also true that, to a 
sensitive soul, a hospital ward still re- 
sounds with groans and agonies of years 
past; then the 455,000 saloons of France, 
even at the solitary;hour when the pro- 
prietor wipes his glasses and counts his 
gains, still exhales lies, threats, bombast, 
oaths, trickery, suspicious business. 

“Filthy places, places where blow the 
winds of the spirit of evil, places that 
prosper in the exact measure that others 
die. For it is the man out of work, the 
homeless, the abandoned woman, the 
broken child who are found about the 
drink shop. 

“Some are deceived by it. Thus sport 
clubs, veterans’ associations, and the like 
choose the saloon as their club, although 
alcohol destroys sport and each year 
massacres more Frenchmen than any 
war whatsoever. Oh, if there were asso- 
ciations of maniacs, of murderers, of 
brutal parents, of criminal youth, of 
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pimps (and there are such), the saloon 
should be the place for all their head- 
quarters. 

“The turnover of a single drinkseller 
does not amount to much, but it costs 
the French budget millions each year. 


.Drinksellers and their allies are our 


masters, an invisible and omnipotent 
parliament, whose speaker’s rostrum is 
the zinc bar. 

“Poor stag of the Ouche who thought 
to find refuge from the meanness of men 
by throwing himself down a cellar! 
Ignoble the saloonkeeper who lives to 
distill death! Ignoble the master of 
hounds who assassinates in the dark- 
ness! We know how beasts serve us, 
but that which, in hunting terms, they 
call ‘serving the beast,’ is achieved with 
knife stabs and if necessary in a saloon 
cellar.” 


Dahomey is on the northwest coast of 
Africa.The Committee for Defense 
against Alcohol of Porto Novo, Dahomey, 
has organized “a strike” against alcohol 
and “against the progressive poisoning 
of our whole people.” It announces that 
it does not want to hurt the local mer- 
chants but seeks to have them switch 
from drinkselling to the sale of sugar, 
petroleum, cloth, cement, and “vehicles 
adapted to our poor roads.” So far the 
strike has met with marked success at 
Christmas and other festivals. Even at 
Abomey and Ouidah, capitals of Daho- 
mey paganism, there has been a real 
fall in consumption. As dn illustration 
of what this change-over from drink to 
useftl products might mean, they speak 
of cement houses which could be built 
for old age by investing money in good. 
cement rather than in rotgut liquor: 

The Committee desires that this move- 
ment be no mere straw fire but may 
have the mark of permanency, organ- 
ized over the country; that anti-alcohol 
instruction be introduced into all schools 
of all grades; and. that the ignorant 
masses be informed of the great danger 
from sodabi, a drink of terrible ravages 
which the government should suppress. 
Finally, it calls on all teachers, physi- 
cians, nurses, merchants, and others to 
lend their co-operation in the gigantic 
struggle against evil habits and the al- 
cohol capital. , 

The Council of Youth of Dahomey has 
also taken up the matter and declared 
its strike, calling on the government to 
limit import and end local distillation 
of drink. “The principal enemy of the 
African is not a political one but the 
alcohol god, King Alcohol.” 


In Praise of Grape Juice——The pub- 
lication La Suisse has a page for “La 
Madame” and one number gives us a 
paean to grape juice by Dr. H. Mueller 
entitled, “The Drink for Sundays and 
Festivals.” He writes: 

“Do you know there are forty con- 
cerns in our Switzerland manufacturing 
grape juice whose only wish is to supply 
you? You have a choice of vintages. 
I can assure you that since I began to 
drink grape juice fifty years ago, great 
progress: has been made in its prepara- 
tion. 

“Accustomed to grape juice since in- 
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fancy, I drink it at meals and between 
meals. I have become in this long pe- 
riod a connoisseur. I know pretty well 
all the brands of both our land and 
others. The best are those that come 
from a single variety of grape with its 
peculiar flavor. There is the Fendant 
du Valais, soft and giving forth the 
aroma of a sunburnt land. There is the 
savory Neuchatel; there are the Syl- 
vanars, the Rieslings, the Rauschings of 
Alsace and East Switzerland, less soft 
but with extraordinary bouquet. I al- 
ways drink the juices straight. If 
thirsty I prefer water alone. 

“The juice of the grape is an excep- 
tional source of muscular energy. Cer- 
tain juices give 900 calories per liter 
(as over against milk’s 670), coming 
from their grape sugar or glucose. This 
is for muscle what gasoline is for a 


motor. It is athletes’ drink; also la- 
borers’. 
“But it is more. A French savant 


has found that productive work after 
taking grape juice is distinctly higher 
(Continued on page 429) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Who Was Greater Than 
John the Baptist? 


What did Christ mean when He 
said, concerning John the Baptist, 
“Notwithstanding he that is least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he”? (Matt. 11:11)—A New Jersey 
reader. 


Mrs. Elmer Gillespie, daughter of Dr. 
W. H. Griffith Thomas, who was a very 
well-known Bible teacher and writer 
and for some time leading lesson writer 
for the Trues, has sent the Editor the 
following comments from her father’s 
writings on this text: : 

“It is interesting and suggestive to 
note that Dr. Hugh McNeile in his vol- 
ume, ‘The Church and the Churches,’ ar- 
gues against the use of the interpreta- 
tion as to the least New Testament saint 
being superior to John the Baptist. By 
calling attention to the Greek phrase 
the that is lesser’ (cf. A.S.V. marg.)— 
not, as in the King James ‘Version, ‘he 
that is least’—he maintains that the dis- 
tinction is not between John and the 
least New Testament saint, but between 
John and Jesus. Quoting John 1:26-30 
and 3:30, McNeile points out that at that 
time in the Kingdom so understood 
Christ was an individual in many re- 
spects lesser than John. He was being 
‘despised and rejected’ (Isa. 53:3) ac- 
cording to prophecy, while John was 
widely held as ‘a burning and a shining 
light’ (John 5:35ff.); yet He who, in the 
opening of the dispensation, was thus 
lesser than John, was really greater than 
he. The novelty of this interpretation 
naturally eauses hesitation about accept- 
ing it, but certainly the Greek word 
‘lesser,’ the comparative of the adjective, 
not the superlative as in English, has al- 
ways been an obstacle in the way of the 
ordinary interpretation.” 
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X. The Relation of Angels to Judgment 


Stupendous events foretold 
in Revelation 


the association of angels with the 

righteous. We now come-to their 
ministry in connection with the wicked 
as executors of the just judgment of 
God. The Tribulation angels have a 
double service to render. They are to 
deal with all offending things. Angels, 


S* FAR, we have been thinking of 


.as we shall see, have to take in hand 


the cleansing of this world. All offen- 
sive things are to be removed. The an- 
gels will also deal with all offending 
persons. All who defy the God of Hea- 
ven by worshiping the Beast and love 
all that is vile and sinful will find them- 
selves in the stern grip of a powerful 
angel. Such a mighty angelic avenger 
will not relax his energies until sinners 
are at last in the place of deserved tor- 
ment. The angels will be thorough in 
their task of preparing the earth for 
the reign of its rightful Lord. 

As the reapers, the angels have a mis- 
sion of judgment to undertake. During 
the Great Tribulation they will pour out 
upon the earth the vials of divine wrath 
(Matt. 25:31; 2 Thess. 1:7; Jude 14; Rev. 
19:11). Because of their innate knowl- 
edge and intuition, the angels will be 
able to distinguish between the right- 
eous and the wicked. Matthew Henry 
reminds us that “the angels are skilful, 
strong, and swift, obedient servants of 
Christ, holy enemies to the wicked, and 
faithful friends to all saints, and there- 
fore fit to be thus employed.” Angels 
will have no doubt as to the wheat to 
be gathered into the barns (Matt. 13: 
30, 41, 43), and the chaff to be destroyed. 
The Jews have a saying that “if a soul 
is worthy, how many holy troops or 
companies are ready to join it, and bring 
it to Paradise! But if not worthy, how 
many strange troops are ready to bring 
it in the way of hell! These are the 
troop of the destroying angels.” As the 
Book of the Revelation is largely a 
drama of these destroying angels, let us 
seek to outline their judicial activities. 


Creatures of Intuitive Intelligence 

The four living creatures, having in- 
tuitive intelligence and fullness of spir- 
itual discernment, are associated with 
God in His judicial dealing with man 
and creation. These august beings used 
by God appear to be a combination of 
— cherubim and seraphim (Rev. 4: 
8). 

The “strong angel” (Rev. 5:2, 3), is- 
suing a challenge to open the book, is 
Prominent among his fellows. All an- 
gels “excel in strength” (Psa. 103:20), 
but here is one of power and position 
whose loud voice penetrates to the ut- 
most bounds of the universe with the 
message of the prevailing Lamb, whose 
Praises they sing (5:11-14; 7:11, 12). 

The angels with the seals (6:1, 2) an- 
hounce the coming successive judgments 
of God upon the earth; human instru- 
ments execute. 


By HERBERT LOCKYER, D.D., Litt.D., F.R.G.S. 


As the tide of crime rises and the 
dark clouds of war gather and 
mount in the world’s sky, men are 
trying desperately to find ways and 
means of stemming the waves. of 
wickedness, applying the law justly, 
and bringing about international 
peace. But these are God’s preroga- 
tives, and only when the Lord Jesus 
Christ returns will righteousness, 
justice, and peace prevail through- 
out the earth. He will use angels in 
the government of the world. In 
this tenth article of his series, Dr. 
Lockyer tells of many ways in 
which they will help to cleanse the 
world. His concluding article will 
be published next week. 








The four restraining angels (7:1), the 
unseen yet real spiritual powers, are 
here seen controlling the forces and in- 
struments of evil. By “winds of the 
earth” we understand the guilty sphere 
of divine judgments and calamities, 
namely, the earth. 

The angel ascending from the east or 
sunrise (7:2, 3) is evidently a distin- 
guished spiritual being to whom the ex- 
alted mission on hand is committed. 
Four angels to chastise, one to protect. 
Each angel has his particular office to 
fulfill and talent to use. The sealing 
angel cries to the angel of judgment not 
to hurt the earth, the sea, the trees. 


The Seven “Presence” Angels 

The seven angels with trumpets form 
a distinguished and select band because 
of the definite article “the” used of 
them, and also because of their high 
and honored assignment. These seven 
who stand before God (Rev. 11:15-18) 
are to be distinguished from the seven 
angels who pour out the vials (15:1). 
These “presence angels” (Luke 1:19) 
represent the full power of God in 
judicial judgment. The seven angels do 
not execute the judgments, they only 
announce them (15:6). The “angel” of 
Revelation 8:13 is given as “an eagle, 
flying” (A.S.V.) which is fitting, seeing 
this herald of judgment. “in its rapid 
and lofty flight across the meridian sky 
loudly proclaims the coming doom of 
the christianized portion of the earth.” 

The four bound angels (9:14, 15) at 
the River Euphrates must not be con- 
fused with the four restraining angels 
of Revelation 7:1-3. The times and cir- 
cumstances are different and the action 
in each case is exactly opposite. The 
four angels (9:14, 15) let loose the hu- 
man and Satanic instruments of ven- 
geance. 

The mighty descending angel, so awe- 
some in appearance, is identified by 
some writers as an uncreated being of 
divine majesty and power, even the 
Lord Himself asserting in angelic power 
His undisputed claim to the dominion 


of the earth (10:1-7). The description 
of this angel is one of the most sublime. 
As a literary production it stands un- 
rivaled. Hervey, in his “Meditations,” 
has a most eloquent tribute to this au- 
gust personage, descending to sharp and 
severe judgment. 

The seventh angel (11:15-18), who is 
the strong angel of 10:6, 7, sounding 
forth the judgment of God, here makes 
his oath and word good. At last judi- 
cial chastisements are to fall on an apos- 
tate earth. 

The war in Heaven between Michael 
and his angels, and the dragon with his 
angels (12:7-9), results in the Devil and 
his evil hosts being cast out of their 
abode in the heavenlies to the earth. 
The time and occasion of this judgment 
were prophesied by Isaiah (24:21). 

The angel of good tidings (Rev. 14:6) 
proves that angels will be largely em- 
ployed in the providential and govern- 
mental plan of God, both prior to and 
during the millennial kingdom. The an- 
gelic preachers of the everlasting Gos- 
pel have a mission to the Jews (Matt. 
25: 34; Rev. 7:9). 

An angel announces the fall and de- 
struction of Babylon (Rev. 14:8). 

An angel pronountes the awful doom 
of beast-worshipers (14:9-12). 

Angels declare the great winepress of 
God’s fury (14: 17-20). 

The seven plague angels (15:1-8; 16: 
2) pour out the vials of God’s pent-up 
and concentrated wrath. The last of 
His providential judgments are about 
to overtake a wicked and apostate 
scene. This crowning act of divine 
judgment leaves man unchanged, who 
blasphemes rather than glorifies God. 

An angel explains the mystery of the 
woman and the beast (17:7-18). 


The “Strong Angel” Destroying Babylon 

The angel descending out of Heaven, 
having great authority and transfigur- 
ing power (18:1, 2), has ample authority 
to deal thoroughly with the most iniq- 
uitous religious system on earth. Scott 
says that this distinguished angel is 
probably Christ, since universal author- 
ity is never ascribed to an angelic being 
(Matt. 28:18; Heb. 1:2; Col. 1:16). He 
is the Angel-Priest acting on behalf of 
His suffering remnant (Rev. 8); the An- 
gel-Redeemer, taking possession of His 
inheritance (chap. 10); the Angel-Aven- 
ger of His people, taking vengeance on 
Babylon (chap. 18). Is He the “strong 
angel” destroying Babylon with “a great 
millstone”? (18: 21-24, A.S.V.) 

The angel with the key of the abyss 
is the minister of the punishment of 
Satan. By angelic agency he is bound 
in chains for a thousand years (20:1, 2). 
During the Millennium, angels will have 
the prominence they had in the past. 
When all things are under Christ’s feet 
(Heb. 2:5-8), He alone will have the 
prominence. 
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As a vial angel showed John the har- 
lot and her doom (17:1-3), so another 
vial angel gives him a sight of the true 
Bride, the Lamb’s wife (21:9, 10), and 
also of coming glory (22:1-5). An angel 
comes to authenticate God’s blueprint 
for the future (22:6, 7). Angel-worship 
is forbidden (22:8, 9), and John receives 
a final angelic message (22:10, 11). 


Tue RELATION OF ANGELS TO Lost SINNERS 

In this age of grace, the elect angels 
are deeply interested in the salvation 
of those who are lost in sin. Whenever 
and wherever the Gospel of redeeming 
love is preached, the angels are present, 
waiting for repentant souls to be saved 
so that they can carry the tidings home. 
The appeal hymn reminds us of “angels 
hovering round,” and our Lord tells us 
of angelic joy as a sinner repents. “The 
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tears of penitence are the wine of an- 
gels” (as in Luke 15:10). Angels are 
interested in those who preach the Gos- 
pel (1 Cor. 4:9), and in what is preached 
(1 Pet. 1:12). 

Laurence Sterne, some 200 years ago, 
wrote of “the Accusing Spirit which 
flew up to Heaven’s chancery with an 
oath, blushed as He gave it in; and the 
Recording Angel, as he wrote it down, 
dropped a tear upon the word, and 
blotted it out forever.” 

While we appreciate the sentiment ex- 
pressed, no angel can blot out the ac- 
cusations of Satan against believers. 
The blood of Christ avails for sinners 
now, and deals with Satan’s activities 
as the accuser of the brethren (Rev. 
12:7-11). 


JS To be continued) 


Avoiding the Summer Slump 


Out-of-door programs that build fellowship and interest 


URING the fall, winter, and spring 

months the Sunday school mem- 
bers are quartered in their own sections 
of the Sunday school building, in their 
own classes and assembly rooms. They 
see very little of the many other mem- 
bers that make up the Sunday school 
attendance as a whole. 

But in the summer, with the wide 
out-of-doors to be ‘used for recreational 
purposes the entire Sunday school may 
be entertained, so that the individual 
members may become better acquainted 
and receive mutual benefit through con- 
structive play in a Christian way. Some 
tested and proved ideas for recreational 
programs of this nature are beach par- 
ties, Indian pow-wows, moonlight ath- 
letic events, gypsy or hobo campfire 
gatherings, or just good, old-fashioned 
daytime picnics where everyone wears 
comfortable old clothes and enters into 
the spirit of the familiar games. 

Those responsible for planning events 
of this nature will find they will not be 
likely to encounter obstacles because of 
a diversity of age among their guests. 
The older members will be glad to act 
as judges and scorekeepers for the var- 
ious athletic events in which the young 
people of the Sunday school take part. 
The dads will enjoy acting as coaches, 
umpires, and starters for the Junior and 
Intermediate groups, and mothers will 
be on hand to supervise and keep up 
the interest of the still younger mem- 
bers in their games of play. 

The games will vary, of course, for 
the different age groups. The young 
people will have a preference for games 
of skill and contests that require a bit 
of thinking to insure victory for one’s 
team. Intermediates and Juniors will 


want active amusements like ball games, 
tugs of war, racing competitions, and tag 
games. Primary department members 
and smaller tots can be entertained with 
the more simple games of shadow tag, 
beanbag toss, beachball chase, and the 
There are games for each age 


like. 


By LOIE BRANDOM 


group, and books telling how to select 
and use these different forms of amuse- 
ment may be obtained at any public 
library. 

As an example of a few good group 
games that are productive of fun as well 
as being good mixers for occasions of 
this kind, consider the following out-of- 
doors stunts in which players of differ- 
ent ages may take part. 

A Water Race is especially good for 
a beach party or a woodland gathering 
where there is a small brook nearby. 
The contestants, six to a team, are lined 
up behind a starting tape facing the 
water supply. The leader of each team 
is handed a tin cup, and, at a signal, 
the leaders race to the water, fill their 
cups to the brim, balance the full cups 
on their’ heads and race back to their 
teams. Here, each leader empties the 
water from his cup, hands it to the next 
member of his team, who repeats the 
performance of his leader. The team 
wins whose last runner is back: in his 
original place first. The hazards of the 
race are, of course, keeping the water- 
filled cups properly balanced on the 
heads on the return run. If a cup falls 
off, that contestant must begin again 
from the starting tape, and some cups 
are sure to wiggle their way off, or 
spill their contents on the contestants, 
which adds to the fun. 

Another good out-door game requir- 
ing a small amount of advance prepara- 
tion is this one. All the players form a 
circle. On the ground in front of each 
player is placed a piece of newspaper 
about a foot square. A softball is then 
put into play in the center of the circle 
by a referee, and each player must try 
to keep the ball from touching his own 
paper by kicking the ball toward an- 
other player’s paper. The referee calls 
a strike on each one who lets the ball 
touch his base. When three strikes have 
been called on a player he is out of the 
game, and the play proceeds as before 
until only one player is left to be ac- 
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claimed winner. This is an especially 
good game for a large group because 
any number of circles for play can be 
formed and kept going at the same time. 
If desired, the winners from different 
circles can be matched in a grand play- 
off later. 

As with all worth-while undertakings, 
in order to achieve maximum good re- 
sults, thought and detailed planning be- 
Committees 
must be selected to secure a good lo- 
cation for the gathering, taking into ac- 
count any hazards, availability of wood 
and drinking water, transportation, en- 
tertainment, hostesses, food, and adver- 
tising. 

Much of the success may depend upon 
how energetic and diplomatic the host- 
esses chosen prove to be. They will 
be the ones who really see to it that 
people meet each other, and are so tact- 
fully steered about that, before the day 
is over, many new friendships will have 
been formed by members from different 
departments of the Sunday school. 

Advertising the event ahead of time 
is very necessary also, and provides the 
best way of recruiting new members for 
the Sunday school. Insistence, should be 
egpecially stressed on the opportunity 
each member has of not only inviting, 
but of bringing, any number of new re- 
cruits and visitors, even whole families, 
to the get-acquainted affair. And these 
social gatherings are also the best way 
yet devised for reviving the interest of 
former Sunday school members, who 
might otherwise contribute to the com- 
mon summer slump. 

So, instead of simply blaming the sea- 
sonal weather for the letdown in Sun- 
day-school activity, try introducing 
some different kinds of activity for a 
change, all of which will lead to the 
same goals, but by different methods. 

At least try the plan this summer, and 
the accomplishments next summer will 
be greater because of this year’s expe- 
rience. 

Kansas Crry, Mo. 
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Another Alaska Tour 
Planned for This Summer 





OR Sunpay Scuoot Tres readers 
and their friends who enjoy travel 

ing together for a vacation, another 
wonderful Christian Fellowship Tour 
Alaska has been arranged. This is the 
nineteenth tour, and again will take 
some exciting and wonderful scenit 
spots in Canada and the United States 
On the way out to Vancouver, the 
party will spend a day and a night each 
at Banff and Lake Louise. The Cana 
dian Pacific’s fine steamer, the SS 
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Princess Louise, will be boarded at Vai 
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calm waters of the Inland Water Pas- 
sage, a thousand miles north, to Skag- 
way, Alaska. Mountainous scenes along 
this unusual cruise are such as to leave 
indelible impressions upon one’s mind, 
to be enjoyed over and over again. Out 
from Skagway, a narrow-gauge railroad 
goes farther northward into British Co- 
lumbia and the Yukon to Carcross. 

Before returning eastward, the party* 
will enjoy the rare treat of spending 
two days and nights at the magnificent 
Empress Hotel in picturesque Victoria, 
B. C., a very British city. Many attrac- 
tive shops are here, and exquisite china, 
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fine British woolens, and leather goods 
may be purchased free of duty. On the 
eastward journey, four days are to be 
enjoyed in Yellowstone and the Grand 
Teton National Parks. 

The tour will start from Chicago on 
June 23, returning thereto on July 15. 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of the Tres, 
and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the 
tour throughout. If you are interested, 
please write to Mr. Jaeger at The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, requesting a folder 
which will give all details and costs. 


Why Teach About Hell in Sunday School? 


Is the prospect of punishment a deterrent to crime? 


HE STORY is told of a very profane 

man who was taken down into a 
coal mine by a Christian miner. As 
they descended the shaft, the air grew 
hotter and hotter till the visitor said: 
“It’s terribly hot. I wonder how far it 
is to hell.” 

The miner replied, gravely, “I don’t 
know the exact distance, Sir, but if one 
link of the chain gives way, you'll be 
there in a minute.” 

Probably’ all of us have heard the re- 
mark, “Well, if there’s a hell, I'll have 
plenty of company.” The Bible says, 
“Fools make a mock at sin”—and, we 
have noticed, of hell, too. 

Many well-meaning people have said 
that God is too good to send anyone to 
hell. Perhaps, among this group are 
some who have advocated leniency in 
dealing with juvenile gangsters and 
murderers. Now, the pendulum of opin- 
ion seems to be swinging back, for many 
people are saying that crime must be 
dealt with forcibly no matter what the 
culprit’s age, and that the penalty in- 
volved, if severe, is a deterrent to crime. 

In March, 1957, in Britain, capital pun- 
ishment was abolished, and the penalty 
for murder was changed to life impris- 
onment, which means twenty years. 
During the ensuing months since then, 
murders are up an estimated twenty 
per cent, and there has been a rash of 
sex crimes against children. Parents 
are warning their children to avoid 
Strangers and to refrain from playing 
around on their way home from school. 
People are beginning to think that the 
shadow of the gallows was a greater 
deterrent to murder than twenty years 
behind the bars. 

This is not a discourse on the pro and 
con of capital punishment, but it seeks 
to show there is an awakening con- 
sciousness that punishment is a deter- 
Tent to crime. And the teaching of a 
hell for those who reject Christ is a 
deterrent to sin. 

Many times I have shrunk from teach- 
ing Junior boys about hell. I have de- 
lighted more in digging for the more 
Positive and constructive aspects of the 
lesson. Some of my boys are (or will. 
be) converted and may not particularly 





By JAMES E. ADAMS 


need such a deterrent to sin. But sta- 
tistics are proving that even some boys 
brought up in Sunday school are run- 
ning afoul of the law. 

On January 19, 1957, the Elkhart Truth 
newspaper reported that Judge Frank 
J. Treckelo said, of 126 youngsters who 
came before the Juvenile Court at Elk- 
hart, Ind., during 1956, twenty had a 
perfect record of attendance at church 
or Sunday school. In fact, four of these 
youths were brought into court for com- 
mitting offenses while going to and from 
church activities. On the other hand, 
records of thirty of the 126 showed no 
church or Sunday school attendance at 
all, while the remaining seventy-six at- 
tended occasionally. Judge Treckelo 
did not give any details as to how or 
why these twenty boys mentioned above 
went astray, but one thing I know: 
among American youth it is anathema 
to be a “square.” It is popular to do 
what everyone else is doing, and good 
boys are persuaded at times to join in 
a seemingly innocuous escapade. All 
too often these can be steppingstones 
that lead eventually to evil and crime. 
Recently, a sixteen-year-old girl honor 
student and church youth leader stole 
a car. Driving at one-hundred miles 
an hour she crashed into the rear of 
another car, killing a man. Good boys 
and girls need to be taught that the 
wages of sin is eternal death. 

We must consider the parental angle, 
too. All too often parents send their 
children to Sunday school. As long as 
Johnny and Mary are small, “it is nice 
for them to attend Sunday school.” 
And besides, they are “out from under 
their parents’ feet” for an hour or so. 
But, when children become old enough 
to “take care of themselves,” some par- 
ents are not concerned whether they 
attend or not. With so many other 
things to do, and no encouragement in 
the home, many teen-age children quit. 

One of the hardest blows I ever suf- 
fered since I’ve been teaching boys came 
when a father took his two sons from 
Sunday school. Paul, the older boy, 
had a brilliant mind, and he loved Sun- 
day school and the Word of God. I had 
high hopes for him. He was promoted 
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to an Intermediate class, and his 
younger brother, Tommy, entered my 
class. Several months passed, and one 
day Tommy was absent. I visited him, 
and he would be present one Sunday, 
out the next, and so on. Finally, he 
told me that his father had rented 4 
store and was keeping it open seven 
days a week. He and Paul had to help. 

Well, I prayed—and visited the father. 
He told me-that, when he wis a boy, 
he had to attend Sunday school every 
week. That was an opening for me, and 
I secured his promise to “see if I can’t 
arrange to have the boys in Sunday 
school.” It didn’t last, and the boys 
were gone. I have this consolation: that 
I taught those lads the whole counsel 
of God; that there is a good and right 
way that leads to life, and of another 
way that leads to death and hell. 

Why teach hell? We have children 
from all walks of life, and we do not 
know what tomorrow holds. Although 
we work and pray and trust that we'll 
not lose one, it happens occasionally. 
But, if we have taught the whole coun- 
sel of God, it will deter them from the 
depths of sin. 

CHAMBERSBURG, Pa. 
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French Opposition to Alcohol 

(Continued from second page) 
than the calories in the grape juice 
would naturally account for. Here is 
the explanation. Certain substances in 
the juice of grapes, flavanols among 
them, which are related to vitamins, 
help the combustion of glucose by pre- 
venting the accumulation of intermedi- 
ary products of oxidation such as lactic 
acid. Lactic acid causes muscular fa- 
tigue to the point of cramps and even 
runner’s paralysis. Nor is this all. 
These same flavenols of the grape exer- 
cise a protective action on the’ walls of 
the blood vessels, diminishing their 
fragility. This is so marked that it can 
be measured. 

“While manufactured sugar, chemi- 
cally pure, may be called the thief of 
vitamins and mineral substances, since 
the organism itself is obliged to furnish 
those needed for its digestion and com- 
bustion, grape sugar brings to the or- 
ganism even more than are needed for 
the digestion and combustion of its own 
sugars.” 


From the “Suggestibility of Alcohol- 
ics,” by G. Vennaissin—“We asked an 
expert psychiatrist in the Paris courts 
as to the causes which brought hallu- 
cination—an individual in all good faith 
affirming an object or event, describing 
it as if it really took place. 

“The answer was that known causes 
are limited, to certain brain lesions and 
cases of alcoholism, in which the sick 
has what they call an onirique delir- 
ium. At night he has terrifying dreams 
and, on awakening, can be taken with a 
fixed idea in which he confounds his 
nocturnal vision with reality. Thus 
lately a man gave himself up to the 
Parisian police saying that in’ a figlit 
with an unknown man on the banks of 
(Continued on page 438) 
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LESSON 12. JUNE 22. WHO ARE THE STRONG? (Temperance) 
Judges 6:1 to 8:23; 13 to 16; printed text, 15:11-15; 16:15-21 


Golden Text.—For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the 
body, ye shall live.—Rom. 8:13 


THE KiNG JAMES VERSION 

Judges 15:11 Then three thousand men of Judah went to 
the top of the rock Etam, and said to Samson, Knowest thou 
not that the Philistines are rulers over us? what is this that 
thou hast done unto us? And he said unto them, As they did 
unto me, so have I done unto them. 

12 And they said unto him, We are come down to bind 
thee, that we may deliver thee into the hand of the Philis- 
tines. And Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye 
will not fall upon me yourselves. 

13 And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind 
thee fast, and deliver thee into their hand: but surely we 
will not kill thee. And they bound him with two new cords, 
and brought him up from the rock. 

14 And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted 
against him: and the Spirit of the Lorp came mightily upon 
him, and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax 
that was burnt with fire, and His bands loosed from off his 
hands. 

15 And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth 
his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men therewith. 


Chap. 16:15 And she said unto him, How canst thou say, 
I love thee, when thine heart is not with me? thou hast 


16 And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with 
her words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto 
death; 

17 That he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There 
hath not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a 
Nazarite unto God from my mother’s womb: if I be shaven, 


. then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, 


and be like any other man. 

18 And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his 
heart, she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, 
saying, Come up this once, for he hath shewed me all his 
heart. Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, 
and brought money in their hand. 

19 And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called 
for a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of 
his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went 
from him. 

20 And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And 
he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other 
times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the Lorp 
was departed from him. 

21 But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and 
brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of 
brass; and he did grind in the prison house. 

























thy great strength lieth. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


THINK of the Stoics as rigid 
disciplinarians and ascetics. This 


is not exactly a true picture of 
them. There were strange varieties 
among them. They held a common doc- 
trine of the evil of matter. The body, 
then, as matter was evil. The question 
that followed was, “What to do with 
it?” Some rigidly disciplined it; others 
reckoned that since it was evil they 
should give it full license and so the 
more quickly destroy it. Today we 
have the same extremes, not based, how- 
ever, on the same doctrine, but based 
on a worship of the body. Some wor- 
ship the body by acceding to all its im- 
pulses and desires; others worship the 
body by putting the beauty and strength 
of the body before everything else. 
This involves discipline. They will not 
overeat; they will not smoke or drink; 
they will not indulge low appetites; not 
because they recognize that the body 
is the temple of the Holy Spirit, but be- 
cause these practices would blight the 
beauty and strength of the body. 

Samson was one greatly endowed by 
God with physical gifts, but because he 
lacked moral discipline he came to a 
tragic end. 

} Our ohe safeguard against a false em- 
phasis on the body, whether in indul- 
gence or in discipline, is to remember 





mocked me these three times, and hast not told me wherein 
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that our chief end is to glorify God, and 
that the body is an instrument to this 
end. 


Verse by Verse 

Judges 15:11.—“. . men of Judah 
went to the top of the rock Etam.-... 
the Philistines are rulers over ts .. .” 
For “top of the rock” read “cleft of the 
rock”—apparently a narrow defile where 
Samson could defend himself against 
mass attack. See how willing the men 
of Judah were to remain under the heel 
of the Philistines! 

Verse 12.—“We are come down to... 
deliver thee into the hand of the Philis- 
tines... Swear... that ye will not fall 
upon me yourselves.” These men of 
Judah knew that Samson would not at- 
tack them. Their readiness to deliver 
up the only man who-was willing to 
challenge their enemy is a commentary 
on their craven spirit. 

Verse 13—‘“No; but we will hind... 
deliver thee into their hand .. . bound 
him with two new cords...” How kind 
of them to promise not to kill Samson! 
No doubt they hoped that he would 
break the bonds and escape, but in the 
meantime they would curry favor (7?) 
with their overlords, the Philistines. 

Verse 14.—“The Philistines shouted ... 
the Spirit of the Lord came mightily 
upon him... his bands loosed from off 
his hands.” In the absence of sure iden- 
tification of Lehi and Etam, the distance 
between the two is not known. It could 





not have been great, however, since the 
Philistines had come as near to Sam- 
son’s hiding place as they dared. 

Verse 15.—“. .. a new jawbone of an 
ass ... slew a thousand men therewith.” 
Carrion birds or beasts had doubtless 
eaten the flesh of the recently dead ass, 
and the heavy jawbone made an effec- 
tive weapon. It is interesting that Sam- 
son depended so little on conventional 
weapons. 

Chap. 16:15.—“How canst thou say, I 
love thee ... thou hast mocked me... 
not told me wherein thy great strength 
lieth.” We are now brought to the cli- 
max of the Delilah incident. What was 
there about these foreign women that 
so appealed to Samson, so that he seems 
never to have been attracted to one of 
his own nation? Here she is appealing 
to his professed love to confide to her 
the secret of his strength. 

Verse 16.—“. . . she pressed him daily 

. his soul was vexed unto death.” 
Her former actions (vv. 9, 12, 14) must 
have made clear Delilah’s intentions to 
deliver him to the enemy, yet he had 
not the sense to make good his escape 
from her toils. It was a case of infatua- 
tion. Her persistence wore him down. 

Verse 17.—“. . . there hath not come 
a razor upon mine head .. . a Nazarite 
unto God ... if I be shaven... I shall 
become weak ...” The unshaven head 
was the outward token of the Nazarite. 
For the law of the Nazarite see Num- 
bers 6. Shaving the head would be ad 
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announcement that he was no longer 
separated to God, and the only reason 
for his God-given strength would be 


gone. 

Verse 18—*“, . . Delilah saw that he 
had told her all his heart . . . Come up 
this once ... Then the lords. . . brought 


money in their hand.” It was quite evi- 
dent that he was no longer fooling her. 
Her eagerness to report it to Samson’s 
enemies made clear that she had no 
love for him, but was only using his 
love for her as a means of betraying 
him. She was more enamored of the 
money offered than of Samson (see v. 
5). . 

Verse 19.—“And she made him sleep 
upon her knees . . . shave off the seven 
locks . . . began to afflict him...” No- 
tice the display of affection accompany- 
ing the act of treachery—like the kiss 
of Judas. “Afflict” means “humble.” 
He was now a pawn in her hand, and she 
enjoyed his humiliation. 

Verse 20.—*“. ..I will... shake my- 
self. And he wist not that the Lord 
was departed from him.” His carnal 
confidence appears here. The with- 
drawal of divine power is unperceived. 
The resultant impotence is the only evi- 
dence. Contrast Exodus 34: 29. 

Verse 21—“But the Philistines .. . 
out his eyes .. . bound him with fetters 
of brass .. . grind in the prison house.” 
What sudden humiliation! The gouging 
out of the eyes was not uncommon (see 
Jer. 52:11). Grinding was the task im- 
posed on slaves as punishment. 


put 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Samson was born for a mission—to 
deliver his people, Israel, from the op- 
pression of the Philistines. He was re- 
markably endowed for such a mission. 
He was brought up as a Nazarite, and 
so long as he maintained even the out- 
ward tokens of his separation he had 
strength and courage adequate to the 
task. But he was a moral weakling, so 
that he found himself time and again in 
compromising situations with the enemy. 
The result was that what campaigns 
aghinst the Philistines he launched were 
not on the high plane of the battles of 
the Lord but were matters of personal 
revenge and spite. 

It would appear that his moral de- 
linquencies robbed him of the power to 
rally Israel. One wonders how effective 
his judgeship was when his own life 
was so mixed with evil. It is rather 
Significant that the only Israelitish 
“army” with whom he had any dealing 
was not gathered to follow him to bat- 
tle but to deliver him into the hands 
of the Philistines. If he had had the 
moral integrity and force to rally his 
own people, the yoke of the Philistines 
could have been thrown off in quick or- 
der. A man who could slay a thousand 
on one occasion with the jawbone of an 
ass, and who could lift the gates of a 
city off its hinges and carry them away 
could certainly have given invincible 
leadership to an aroused and confident 
people. So, for all his gifts, he left the 


People in the same bondage in which he 
found them. There was, perhaps, a lit- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


11. June 15.—The Times of the Judges. 
Judges 2:11-23; 4 and 5; 21:25 


Next Week’s Lesson 


13. June 29.—A Spokesman for God. 
1 Samuel 2:12 to 3:21 








tle relief in the amount of pressure; but 
when he died, the Philistines were still 
the overlords. 

In the light of all this, it is certainly 
significant that the angel of the Lord 
did not say to Samson’s mother, “He 
shall deliver Israel out of the hand of 
the Philistines,” but only, “He shall be- 
gin to deliver Israel out of the hand of 
the Philistines” (Judges 13:5). 

I wonder how many of us will come 
to the end of our days with an unful- 
filled mission, all because we indulged 
the flesh? 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The exploits of the physical 
(Judges 15: 11-15) 

2. The tragedy of the moral weakling 
(16: 15-21) 


giant 


Topics for Development 

The Nazarite. Provision was made in 
Israel for a mam to separate himself to 
the service of God for a stated period. 
There were three outward tokens which 
the man bearing the vow of the Nazarite 
must observe. First, he must eat and 
drink nothing from the grapevine. The 
fruit itself and the wine made from it 
were alike barred. Second, he must 
allow his hair to grow all the time his 
vow was upon him. Third, he must 
avoid contact with dead bodies, no mat- 
ter how close the relationship between 
him and the dead. 

Three men are mentioned in Scripture 
who were appointed to perpetual sepa- 
ration to God as Nazarites—Samson, 
Samuel, and John the Baptist. Josephus 
affirms that Samson broke his Nazarite 
status by giving himself to drunken- 
ness, but there is no indication of this 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HO were Samson’s parents? 
2. Who announced the birth of 
Samson? 

3. What were the outward marks of 
a Nazarite? 

4. How many of Samson’s 
with women are recorded? 

5. Where did Samson live after aveng- 
ing the death of his wife? 

6. How many men of Judah went to 
bind Samson? 

7. What strange weapon did Samson 
use in slaying a thousand Philistines? 

8. Where did Delilah live? 

9. How much did the lords of the 
Philistines offer Delilah to wheedle out 
of Samson the secret of his strength? 

10. What contrast is there between 
Samson and Moses? 


(Answers on page 435) 


“affairs” 
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in Scripture, although he certainly 
failed in the spirit of his separation. 
There is no question about Samuel and 
John. 

The only true Nazarite, however, is our 
Lord Jesus, who, although not commit- 
ting Himself to the outward marks of 
the Nazarite, was “holy, harmless, unde- 
filed, separate from sinners” (Heb. 7: 
26). We are called to the life of the 
Nazarite, not by imposing upon our- 
selves a few prohibitions, but by com- 
plete self-committal to Jesus Christ. 
The positive separation to Him will de- 
termine the negative separation from 
all things that are not in keeping with 
His holiness. 

Incomplete Temperance. Too often 
our zeal for the temperance cause is 
one-sided, stressing one aspect of it, and 
forgetting others just as important. 
John Milton, in his tragic poem, “Sam- 
son Agonistes,” accuses the Nazarite 
judge of this very thing: 

Desire of wine and all delicious drinks, 


Which many a famous Warriour overturns, 
Thou couldst repress, nor did the dancing 
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Whose heads that turbulent uor fills with 
fumes. 


But en avail’d this temperance, nor 


ec. 
ainst online object more enti 
— it at one ite to 
another to let the foe 

Smemtnatiy vanquished? ... 
Alexander Whyte quotes Joseph Hall as 
Saying: “Not that there is more un- 
cleanness in the grape than in the foun- 
tain; but that wine finds more unclean- 
ness in us than water finds.” By all 
means be a Nazarite with respect to 
wine, but be a Nazarite also with re- 
spect to all carnal behavior. 


? 
e defence, 


Practical Applications 

Physical strength is a great asset if it 
is supported by moral strength and 
high devotion. Otherwise it will only 
minister to final collapse. 

The outward tokens of consecration 
are not enough. Unless the heart is 
fixed, the outward signs are a sham, 
and will soon be swept away in spirit- 
ual disaster. 

Total abstinence calls for application 
not in one direction only, but in every 
area of moral delinquency. 

Do not play with sin, or you will soon 
be the plaything of sin. 


Golden Text 

Rom. 8:13.—“. . . live after the flesh 

. die... through the Spirit . . . mortify 
the deeds of the body .. . live.” Perhaps 
you thought it was “only” a matter of 
being more or less spiritual, of being 
an extraordinary or just an ordinary 
Christian; but it turns out to be a life- 
or-death matter. Indulge and die; mor- 
tify and live. The lines are drawn, clear 
and concise. The choice is yours. 

Exmuurst, ILL. 

x 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“As they did unto me, so have I done 
unto them” (Judges 15:11).—Along with 
the “eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth” principle of justice prevailing in 
Old Testament times, there was also 
such an exhortation as the following: 
“Say not thou, I will recompense evil; 
but wait on the Lord, and he shall save 
thee” (Prov. 20:22). 

A person who leaves such matters as 
vengeance and recompense in the hands 
of the Lord manifests far greater 
strength of character than one who at- 
tempts to fill the role of avenger himself. 

When David’s heart was hot within 
him, and he was on his way to wreak 
vengeance on churlish Nabal for imply- 
ing that he was only a runaway slave, 
Abigail intercepted him and advised 
him against it. ' 

She reminded him that it would be a 
source of grief to him to recall it in 
that day when the Lord fulfilled all the 
promises made to him. David did not 
brush her aside and tell her to keep her 
advice to herself. He manifested real 
strength of character, and blessed her 
for her advice. 

He placed his case in the hands of the 
Lord, and “about ten days after,” David 
blessed the Lord for having kept him 
from doing evil (1 Sam. 25: 36-39). 

As for Christians today, the strong 
are those who, in the energy of the Holy 
Spirit, fulfill the Lord’s command: “Love 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which despitefully use you, 
and persecute you” (Matt. 5:44). 

“The Spirit of the Lord came mightily 
upon him ... and his bands loosed from 
off his hands” (Judges 15:14).—Samson 
was a judge in Israel and, as such, it was 
his responsibility to deliver Israel .from 
the Philistines. As long as he was obe- 
dient to the Word of the Lord regarding 
Nazarites (Num. 6), the Spirit of the 
Lord mightily empowered him to de- 
liver himself and Israel. 

Samson had no strength of his own. 
It was only as the Spirit enabled him 
that he could do exploits. 

When believers obey the exhortations 
to be “filled with the Spirit,” “live in 
the Spirit,” “walk in the Spirit,” “grieve 
not the Spirit,” and* “quench not the 
Spirit,” they are “strengthened with 
might by his Spirit in the inner man” 
(Eph. 3:16). They are “strengthened 
with all might, according to his glorious 
power, unto all patience and longsuffer- 
ing with joyfulness” (Col. 1:11). 

“If I be shaven, then my strength will 
go from me” (Judges 16:17).—Samson 
had ample warning. He should have 
known that the only reason Delilah, the 
temptress, wanted to learn the secret of 
his great strength was to take advan- 
tage of it and betray him to the Philis- 
tines. She had her heart on the reward 


—hundreds of pieces of silver (16:5). 

Instead of telling her “all his heart,” 
as he did, he should have fled from her 
presence, as Joseph did from Potiphar’s 
wife. 
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It is not cowardly for Christians to 
heed the Spirit’s exhortation to “flee 
these things” (1 Tim. 6:11; 2 Tim. 2:22). 

“But the Philistines . .. put out his 
eyes ... bound him ... and he did 
grind in the prison house” (Judges 16: 
21).—“Sin blinds, binds, and grinds,” is 
the striking way one commentator 
summed up this verse! What a humiliat- 
ing experience for Samson!—the man 
whose very name means “sunlight,” ac- 
cording to Dr. Strong. 

The name, Samson, has become a syn- 
onym for “strength” throughout the 
world, but what a picture of extreme 
weakness he presents in this verse! 

“If ye through the Spirit do mortify 
the deeds of the body, ye shall live” 
(Rom. 8:13). The bodies of believers 
have not yet been redeemed (Rom. 8: 
23). Sinful lusts or desires have their 
seat in the mortal body. Each believer 
is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and in the 
power of that Spirit can put to death 
the doings of the body. It cannot be 
done in our own strength. 

“Say what some men will, we are 
never for an hour here below exempt 
from elements and conditions of evil re- 
siding not merely around us but within 
us. There is no stage of life when we 
can dispense with the power of the Holy 
Ghost as our victory and deliverance 
from the machinations of the body” (Dr. 
H. C. G. Moule). 

This being the temperance lesson, we 
would mention that the State Board of 
Equalization announced that brewery 
sales in California last year totaled 203,- 
245,076 gallons of beer—enough to float 
31 ocean-going liners the size of SS. 
Lurline. (It requires 6,500,000 gallons 
of water to float the Lurline.) Imagine 
what the number of gallons of beer 
would be for the forty-eight states! 
Then add to that number the gallons of 
hard liquor consumed throughout the 
U.S.A. and one will learn the secret of 
the increase of crime in this country. 


Wawona, CALIF. 


x 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HYMNS 
“Paith of Our Fathers” 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 
“Pight the Good ht” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, from Thee comes 
every good and perfect gift, and to Thee 
we give thanks for all Thy benefits and 
loving-kindnesses. Help us to use Thy 
gifts in ways both right and wise, nei- 
ther misusing nor neglecting, them. 
Help us to put duty before pleasure and 
to abstain from all sinful pleasures. 
Give us a humble trust in Thee that we 
may never think of ourselves more 
highly than we should and may never 
think ourselves sufficient for life apart 
from Thee. Bless to us this lesson that 
we may learn wisdom, godliness, up- 
rightness, and_ self-control from it. 
Amid the temptations that come to us, 
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may we hold true to Thee. Enlighten 
us as to our duty, and incline our hearts 
to trust and obey Thee as those who 
love Thee best of all. Give good and 
wise men to lead the nations and to 
lead Thy Church in our time. Bless the 
spread of the Gospel in every land and 
bring revival of godly Christian living 
in all places where the Gospel has long 
been known. Hear us for all sick and 
troubled lives, and give them relief and 
help as they turn to Thee. We ask all in 
Christ’s name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Our faults bring us 
into trouble sooner or later; not that all 
our troubles are our own fault, but 
some are. Back of the troubles of Sam- 
son lay weak character and sinful liv- 
ing. 

He loved the pleasures of sin. He did 
not realize that the cup of sinful pleas- 
ure, though sweet at first is bitter at 
the last. Moreover, to satisfy his love 
of pleasure, Samson neglected his God- 
given duty. His great strength was 
God’s gift to use in delivering Israel, but 
Samson neglected this duty in pursuing 


run cov FORSOOK 


pleasure. So his life slipped by and 
much he should have done for God and 
Israel was never done. Yet another 
fault was his being too sure of himself. 
Samson felt secure in his prodigious 
strength. But, one day, overcome by 
the wiles of a woman, he let her into 
the secret of his strength, only to 
awaken and find the Lord had departed 
from him and with the Lord had gone 
his strength. How striking the contrast 
a little later when a shepherd boy, 
armed with a sling, slew the Philistine 
champion, Goliath! With God the 
weakest is strong, but without Him the 
strongest is weak. If you would have 
God to see you through this life, always 
refuse sinful pleasures, always, put duty 
before even lawful pleasure, and ever 
keep humble, putting your trust not in 
yourself but in God. 
Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, when I was a kid the 
Old Testament quiz went this way: 
Who was the first man? Adam. Who 


was the oldest man? Methuselah. Who 
was the meekest man? Moses. Who 
was the wisest man? Solomon. Who 
was the strongest man? Samson. And 


of all those top liners none interested 
me as much as Samson. 

Samson’s amazing exploits of physi- 
cal strength thrilled me through and 
through. The way he slew that lion; 
why, with his bare hands he tore the 
lion to pieces as he might have done a 
hamburger! (Judges 14:5, 6.) He slew 
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thirty men, singlehanded, at Ashkelon. 
Next, he caught 300 foxes and tied their 
tails together and set a firebrand to each 

and turned them loose in the corn- 
fields of the Philistines, doing great dam- 
age, destroying the corn, olive trees, and 
vineyards. 

I have worked hard all night long on 
horseback and on foot, with five other 
fellows and a pack of hounds, trying to 
catch one fox, without success. And 
even after Samson caught 300 foxes, the 
task of tying their tails together in pairs, 
attaching the firebrands, and distribut- 
ing them to the many fields, must have 
been one requiring not only physical 
strength but marvelous dexterity and 
ingenuity. But that is not yet the peak 
of Samson’s astounding activities. 
Bound as a prisoner by his own consent 
and delivered to his enemies, he sud- 
denly wrenched his bonds loose and, 
picking up the only weapon he could 
find—the jawbone of an ass—slew one 
thousand Philistines and piled them 
“heaps upon heaps” (15:16). Again, 
when he was trapped in the city of Gaza 
and his enemies locked the huge gates, 
his only way of escape, he arose in the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





Lathe Are he Strong? 
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night, lifted the gates from their foun- 
dations, and carried the ponderous doors, 
posts and all, to the top of a hill more 
than thirty miles away! 
donic grin he must have had on his 
face when he set them down and leisure- 
ly passed on his way! 

But his closing exploit capped them 
all: with his eyes plucked out hé grasped 
the two main supporting pillars of the 
great playhouse where he had been 
brought to be made sport of, and pulled 
them down, causing the building to col- 
lapse, killing thousands of men and 
women who had thought that he in his 
blindness could do them no harm. Sam- 
son, himself, perished in the crash, but 
the record states, “So the dead which he 
slew at his death were more than they 
which he slew in his life” (16:30). 

Samson gives one the impression of a 
colossal butcher. He spilled gallons and 
gallons of human blood. Time after 
time, year after year, he made the very 
air to resound with groans of the dying. 

Yet, fellows, Samson was ordained and 
endowed of God to do Him a great serv- 
ice. He was to “begin to deliver 
Israel out of the hand of the Philistines” 
(13:5). Samson was the instrument in 
God’s hands to punish the enemies of 
God’s people. So, in appraising Sam- 
son’s acts we must do so in the light of 
his times, considering the crudeness and 
violence of the age in which he lived— 
an age when “every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes” (21:25) as 
well as what the record itself states. 
Samson’s name is enrolled in the heroes 
of faith listed in the eleventh chapter of 
Hebrews, and it is distinctly shown that 
“the Spirit of the Lord” was upon Sam- 
son when he performed some of those 
Herculean deeds of strength. No mere 
human being could do what he did with- 
out the supernatural power of God mak- 
ing it possible. 

However, there is a fine lesson for us 
here if we will heed it. Samson’s great 
power was largely wasted—worse than 
wasted. Much of it was spent in the 
indulgence of his whims and his fleshly 
appetite. He won great victories in 
God’s strength, but when in his own 
weakness he indulged, he suffered de- 
feat. The Spirit of God was not upon 
him when he went to Gaza, nor did the 
Spirit of God cause him to form the 
attachment to Delilah. This last de- 
bauch brought him to the calamity that 
ended in his tragic death. He dropped 
his connection with the Spirit of God, 
and that great life of power went into 
a tail spin. 

Not long ago a magnificent plane 
crashed in Mint Canyon and the nine oc- 
cupants were mangled and burned in 
the wreck on the mountainside. That 
was not the design of the plane’s 
builder; rather it was intended to be a 
servant of human need and a promoter 
of human satisfaction, carrying messages 
of peace and passengers to happy home- 
comings. But the reports tell us that 
the pilot had decided to take a course 
across the Sierra Madres which would 
be for a time “off the beam”—a short 
cut. The tragic result quickly followed. 
Listen, fellows: God has ordained you 





What a sar-” 


(9) 433 
Scofteld Bibles ‘tates mapas 


to choose from. 


wits me oat ‘9 scold and 
fit. 113 Mai jin, " emibory, Mee’ York York. 





PINNACLE CAMPS 
Voorheesville, N. Y. 


18 miles southwest of Albany, N. Y., in Helderberg 
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Rogers, Assoc. Director. 
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Satan opposes—but God’s work goes 
forward. The Bible Coach is now 
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Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 
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for salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
homes visited where the Gospel had 
never before been heard. Rev. F. V. Dabeld 
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country established. Hold up the hands of devoted 
native workers. Swell their number with your 
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failed. During wars and depressions every 
payment has been made on time for the 
full amount. 


Send coupon today! 











| AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY | 
| 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. | 
j Please send me, without obligation, | 
j your booklet SS-86 entitled “A Gift | 
j That Lives.” | 
: Name 
| Address | 
1 Ci Zone State | 


— 











434 (10) 


Clear, 

Wea 
t Bible Teaching 
awaits you om 


BIBLE CLASS 
program 


Tune in each Sunday over 


@ THE ABC NETWORK 


9 a.m. Mountain Time 
8 a.m. in all other time zones 


@ THE MUTUAL NETWORK 
10 a.m. Eastern Time 
9 a.m. Central Time 
8 a.m Mountain Time 
9 a.m. Pacific Time 





Write today for your FREE Radio Log 





THE RADIO BIBLE CLASS 


P.O. Box 22 Grand Rapids, Michigan 


COAST TO COAST OVER THE 
ABC AND MUTUAL NETWORKS 


LISTEN DAILY TO THE 


BACK one BIBLE 
BROADCAST 











AN INTERNATIONAL 
GOSPEL BROADCAST 





Write today for your FREE descriptive 
folder of the Broadcast’s ministry. 
Back to the Bible Broadcast 
Box 233 Lincoln 1, Nebr. 
if you live in Canada write to: 
Box 178 Winnipeg, Manitobe 





























THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


to a great life of service. He has en- 
dowed you with a marvelous equipment 
for it—body, mind, and spirit: Your 
spirit is that which connects with the 
“beam”—the Spirit of God. As long as 
you stay “on the beam,” you will go on 
and “do exploits” for Him. Avoid the 
short cuts that take you “off the beam,” 
for in them you are on your own at 
your peril. 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E HAVE come to the last question 

' oh our memory card: “Should we 
be reverent to God?” Read the answer, 
“God is greatly to be feared in the as- 
sembly of the saints, and to be had in 
reverence of all them that are about 
him” (Psa. 89:7). This. means that 
when Christians meet for worship, they 
should be more concerned about pleas- 
ing God than pleasing one another. If 
someone whispers to you, then you 
should not answer unless absolutely nec- 
essary, because God’s Word says, “The 
Lord is in his holy temple: let all the 
earth keep silence before him” (Hab. 
2:20). Even unsaved people should be 
reverent in church because God is so 
great that irreverence is a serious sin. 

Today’s lesson is about a man who 
could have been the greatest judge of 
Israel if, instead of being self-willed, he 
had been obedient to God. Before Sam- 
son was born, God sent an angel to tell 
his parents that he was to be a Nazarite, 
consecrated to God, from his birth. The 
angel said his mother must not drink 
wine nor strong drink, and that Samson’s 
hair must never be cut off. 

Read Judges 13:24, 25. The Lord 
blessed him as he was growing up, and 
the Spirit of the Lord began to move 
him at times, giving him supernatural 
strength, preparing him to be a great 
leader. But young Samson made a seri- 
ous mistake by going to Timnath, a 
Philistine city, where he saw and fell in 
love with a Philistine girl. The Philis- 
tines were idolaters and always enemies 
of the true God and His people, Israel. 
Samson’s mistake was the same kind a 
Christian makes when he allows himself 
to fall in love with a worldly person. 
Samson married this girl in spite of the 
pleadings of his parents, because she 
pleased him well. But his pleasure in 
her was short-lived, for he found out at 
the wedding feast that she was treacher- 
ous! When he went home in anger, she 
married his pal. Learning of this, he was 
More angry than ever. He caught three 
hundred foxes, tied their tails together, 
with firebrands between them, and let 
them loose in the Philistines’ grain 
fields to destroy their crops. 

The Philistines were furious at the 
loss of their grain, and burned Samson’s 
unfaithful wife and her father to death! 
Then a great number of them came into 
Judah to capture Samson. To avoid 
trouble with them, three thousand men 
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of Judah went to bind Samson to de. 
liver him to the Philistines. If only 
Samson had not gotten out of the wil] 
of the Lord by keeping company with 
God’s enemies and marrying that Phi- 
listine woman, he could have been their 
leader to drive the Philistines out of 
the land. But the Israelites now con- 
sidered him a troublemaker ‘instead of 
a deliverer. 

Read Judges 15:11-15 to see what hap. 
pened next. Samson allowed the men of 
Judah to deliver him bound to the Phi- 
listines, but when he reached their camp, 
the Spirit of the Lord came upon him 
and he killed a thousand of them and 
got away. 

After that he judged Israel twenty 
years, This seems to have been the 
best part of his life. Later, he went to 
Gaza, another Philistine city, to visit a 
woman one evening. The Philistines 
guarded the gate that night intending 
to kill him in the morning. But he left 
at midnight, carrying the gate and gate- 
posts with him! 

Once again Samson loved a Philistine 
woman. Her name was Delilah, and she 
was worst of all. The Philistine rulers 
promised her a fortune if she would 
find out the secret of Samson’s strength, 
so that they could seize and torture him. 
Delilah made love to him, and begged 
him to tell her what made him so super- 
naturally strong. Let us read Judges 16: 
6-16 to see what he told her. Now read 
on through verse 21. When Samson's 
hair was cut off, his Nazarite vow was 
broken, and the Lord departed from him, 
so that his supernatural strength was 
gone. Poor Samson! The Philistines 
now put out his eyes, bound him with 
brass fetters, and set him to grinding 
corn in their prison. 

Then these idolatrous enemies of God 
decided to have a~great feast to their 
idol, to celebrate their victory over Sam- 
son. They brought him to the great 
hall where the feast was being held 
While they were amusing themselves at 
the feast by tormenting him, he took 
hold of the two center beams of the 
building and, calling upon the Lor, 
bowed himself with all his might and 
collapsed the building on top of the 
thousands there. So he destroyed more 
enemies of Israel at his death than in 
his lifetime. 

Hebrews eleven lists Samson among 
the heroes of faith, but his life was 
spoiled because he gave in to the lust 
of the flesh. Let us take warning from 
this, and learn to walk in the Spirit, not 
in the flesh! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
xs 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


When a Leader Obeyed God 

(Judges 6:1, 6, 11, 14-16; 7:19-21; 8:22, 28) 
66 FORGOT!” How often have you 

said that? You “forgot” to comé 
directly home from school. You “for 
got” to clear up your room. You “fot 
got” to mow the lawn. Is “I forgot” # 
way to say, “I didn’t want to”? Some 
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times you are punished to help you re- 

member. 

How did Moses tell the people to re- 
member God and His commands? 
(Deut. 6:4-9.) How did Joshua try to 
help the people remember their prom- 
ises to obey? (Josh. 24:26, 27.) What 
commands of God did thé people “for- 
get”? (Review the last lesson.) How 
did God punish them to make them re- 
member? He sent messengers to warn 
them and remind them, too. Then 
when the people were sorry, God sent 
judges to save them. (Review the Mem- 
ory Verse.) What judges did you read 
about? 

Gideon was in hiding. Why? (Judges 
6:1, 2.) It must have been discouraging. 
Every summer when the crops got ripe, 
thousands of nomads from Midian and 
other countries moved into Gideon’s 
country with their tents, families, and 
camels. They carried off the ripe crops 
for themselves, yes, and all the sheep, 
cows, and donkeys. They ruined every- 
thing they could not take. Gideon’s 
people hid in caves in the hills and tried 
to hide some of their grain and animals 
till the invaders should move on again. 
Then one day when Gideon was whack- 
ing a pile of grain with a stick to knock 
out the grain from the stalks—trying to 
keep out of sight of the Midianites—he 
had a visitor. What challenge did the 
visitor give him? How did Gideon find 
out that his visitor was God? That 
night God gave Gideon a hard test of 
his loyalty and obedience. Did Gideon 
pass it? Then God’s help came (read 
v. 34). You will read this week of 
strange tests that Gideon made of God 
to be sure God wanted him to be the 
leader and attack the enemy. 

You will read how God whittled 
Gideon’s army down from 32,000 men 
to 10,000; then from 10,000 to 300. (Write 
these figures on the blackboard.) Just 
Gideon and three hundred against the 
thousands of the Midianites! (Read 7: 
12.. Would Gideon dare attack? God 








This Week’s Questions 
Answered 
(The questions are on page 431) 

1. His father was Manoah, but* his 
mother’s name is not known. - 

\ The angel of the Lord (Judges 13: 

). 

3. Unshorn hair, abstinence from all 
that came of the vine, and care not to 
be defiled with a dead body. 

4. Three: his wife, the harlot of Gaza, 
and Delilah. 

5. In the cleft of the rock Etam (15:8). 

6. Three thousand (15:11). 

7. The jawbone of an ass (15:15). 

8. In the valley of Sorek (16:4). 

9. Eleven hundred pieces of silver 
from each one (16:5). 

10. Samson “wist not that the Lord 
was departed from him” (16:20), while 
Moses “wist not that the skin of his 
Agel with the glory of God (Exod. 
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; THE OLD STORY 
: for the NEW AFRICAN 


FROM CAPETOWN TO DURBAN 





Help save the new African — the great grandchildren of the Africans of Living- 
stone’s day. They are civilized Africans. They live in cities instead of mud-hut 
villages. They work in factories and mines. They wear European clothes. But 
millions of them have souls as pagan, hearts as dark as those of their primitive 
forefathers. There is a greater need for God’s Word in Africa today than_ever 
before. 

FROM CAPETOWN TO DURBAN on Africa’s Southeast coast the Pocket Testa- 
ment League is now conducting a mass evangelization and Scripture distribu- 
tion campaign among African urbanites. Your prayer support for the teams as 
they evangelize the cities from Capetown to Durban, South Africa, is urgently 


needed. Alfred A. Kunz, International Director 
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SO DESPERATE 


. FOR so LONG! 
SA Ccavcinenane 


The needs of oppressed Jews and 
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aries throughout America, Israel, Europe, 
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maintain this ministry. 

Write for a free copy of our 
magazine: ISRAEL MY GLORY 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
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told him to sneak down to the Midianite 
camp and listen. He heard one of the 
men on guard duty telling a dream of a 
loaf of barley bread rolling down the 
hill into the Midianite camp, where it 
struck the chief’s tent and knocked it 
down. “That’s Gideon!” said the other 
guard, “God is going to give Gideon the 
victory over Midian!” Gideon thanked 
God, and went back to plan his attack: 
not with swords and spears, but with 
trumpets—a ram’s horn for each man— 
and clay water jars, each covering a 
blazing torch inside. In the quiet of 
night they crept around the enemy 
camp on three sides. When Gideon 
gave the signal with his trumpet, every 
man blew his trumpet, broke his pitcher 
—what a crash three hundred jars 
would make!—and waved the blazing 
torch, shouting, “The sword of the Lord, 
and of Gideon!” 

The Midianites, wakened suddenly by 
the terrible racket, seeing the blazing 
torches all around, and hearing the 
shouts, were scared into panic. In an 
effort to get away, they killed and 
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trampled one another, leaving tents, 
camels, and plunder behind. You can 
read the details of this great victory for 
yourself: Victory! (Judges 6:33 to 7:23.) 
The “mopping up” (7:24 to 8:29). Abim- 
elech’s plots for power (8:30 to 9:57). 
Other judges (10:1-16; 12:8-15). Jeph- 
thah and his daughter (10:17 to 12:7), 
Samson is born (chap. 13). A riddle 
(chap. 14). 

Gideon could have been king of the 
country—the people asked him to be. 
What was his answer? (8:23.): “Obey 
my voice, and I will be your God” (Jer, 
7:23, Memory Verse). Stop your “for- 
getting”! Keep the Fifth Command- 
ment and God’s other commands! God 
may have special work for you, too! 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OU will want to teach your Pri- 
maries today the excellent song en- 
titled “Gideon Had the Lord.” It is 
singable and will help the youngsters 
to carry home the message. 
Brave Gideon had three hundred men, 
The Midianites had a host; 
But Gideon had the Lord with him 
And so he had the most. 


Gideon had the Lord, Gideon had the Lord; 


He won the fight with the Midianites 


For Gideon had the Lord! 

As we learned last week, God’s people 
were not faithful to Him always. Some- 
times they worshiped and loved Him. 
Other times they forsook Him and wor- 
shiped false, make-believe gods. When 
a child of God serves other gods, there 
can be nothing but punishment from 
the true and living God. So it was with 
God’s people. Because of their sinful- 
ness God allowed them to be punished 
by the people who lived in the land of 
Midian. The Midianites were nomads. 
That means that they lived in tents 
and moved from place to place for the 
sake of food for themselves and for 
their sheep and cows. Whenever the 
animals had eaten all that they could 
find, the Midianites moved to another 
place and the animals ate there as long 
as they could. For seven long years 
the Midianites had wandered through 
the land of Palestine—the land that be- 
longed to God’s people. 

The more food the Midianites ate and 
the more pasture land their animals 
used, the less land there was for God’s 
people. But, even though the Midian- 
ites did not love the true and living 
God of Heaven, God allowed them to 
take that which really belonged to His 
people, because His people had turned 
their backs on Him. 

Finally, when they could stand it no 
longer, the Bible tells us, “The children 
of Israel cried unto the Lord” (Judges 
6:6). You may be sure: that whenever 
God’s people are honestly sorry for 
their sins and ask for forgiveness, God 
is willing and eager to forgive them 
Immediately, God sent His prophet t 
His people, reminding them that He had 
brought them out of their slavery # 
Egypt (vv. 8-10). They were never 
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forget that! At the same time the angel 
of the Lord spoke to a man who was to 
become His servant in a particular way. 

The man’s name was Gideon. The mes- 
sage he received was, “The Lord is with 
thee” (v. 12). 

At first Gideon could not believe 
what his ears were hearing (vv. 13-15). 
Finally Gideon did believe God’s word, 
“Surely I will be with you, and you 
will destroy the Midianites as one man.” 
Of course the very first thing that had 
to be done before God’s people could be 
victorious over their enemy was this: 
they had to get rid of their false, make- 
believe god. And Gideon did this at 
once, you may be sure (vv. 25-27). 

Then came the time for the battle 
against the enemy. Gideon gathered 
his army—a big, big army (32,000 
strong). When God told Gideon that 
he had far too many men, Gideon could 
not understand. The Midianites, Gideon 
knew, needed a big army to defeat them 
(7:12). Imagine his surprise, then, 
when God allowed him to have an army 
of only 300 men! At once Gideon real- 
ized that this was really going to be 
God’s battle, not his (Zech. 4:6). 

That night, when the Midianites were 
sound asleep in their tents, Gideon and 
his three hundred men encircled their 
camp. What an army they were! Do 
you think they had guns or swords? 
Indeed they did not! They carried— 
each one—a trumpet and a pitcher with 
a lamp inside it. Imagine that! When 
Gideon gave the sign, his army of 300 
blew their trumpets with a loud blast. 
They crashed their pitchers with a 
deafening noise and held their lamps 
high. They cried, “The sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” And then they 
stood still. “And,” the Bible tells us, 
“all the host [of Midianites] ran, and 
cried, and fled.” God had won the bat- 
tle! 





*From the songbook, “Action,” No. 5; Zon- 
dervan Pub. House 1415 Lake Drive, 8.E., 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 40c. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
825 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Keeping the Compass True—For if 
ve live after the flesh, ye shall die 
(Rom. 8:13, Golden Text). An old pilot, 
trusted and wise, one night many years 
ago was taking his vessel up between 
the coasts of Wales and Ireland. He had 
been over the course innumerable times 
without disaster. This night, nearing port 
and home, he was running full steam 
ahead. With his keen eye he watched 
Compass and chart. Suddenly with sick- 
ening, crashing sound, on the hidden 
Tocks went the vessel. Loss of life and 
loss of ship marked the wreck. Later, 
upon entering the pilothouse itself which 
still survived, close and interested ex- 
amination revealed the fact that some- 
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one in seeking to clean or tamper with 
the compass had slipped a thin knife 
blade into the compass box near the 
needle and the blade had broken off. 
That little piece of foreign steel was 
sufficient to deflect, though only slightly, 
the needle by which the old clear-eyed 
pilot was_steering the boat. When he 
thought he was on the true course, he 
was really rushing toward the rocks. 
Such a little thing! Such a mighty 
wreck! Ask the next question softly in 
your own heart: What has slipped into 
my life that is deflecting the needle of 
conscience and that is leading me off 
the true course?—From Samuel Mc- 
Pheeters. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. 


Three Essentials—The Spirit of the 
Lord came mightily upon him (Judges 
15:14). A servant of Christ was being 
shown through a large plant devoted to 
building locomotives. His guide was su- 
perintendent. In course of time they 
came to one engine which the guide de- 
clared “the last word in engine build- 
ing.” It was a magnificent piece of ma- 
chinery—massive, and apparently full 
of power. The visitor in admiration said, 
“What a mighty thing!” “Yes,” was the 
quiet reply of the superintendent, “if 
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there are three things attending it. First, 
it must have steam, for without steam 
it has no power. Second, it must be on 
the rails, for its power only means de- 
struction if off the rails. Third, it must 
have a good engineer, for it can only go 
efficiently if rightly handled.” “Thank 
God,” said the servant of Christ. “That 
is just like a Christian. We are power- 
ful and useful simply as we are filled 
with God, going on in His ways, in the 
hands of the Holy Spirit.”"—From Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


The Power of Little Things.—She 
pressed him daily with her words, and 
urged him (Judges 16:16). I have read 
that in Colorado there is the ruin of an 
enormous tree. It was a seedling when 
Columbus discovered America, and only 
half grown when the Pilgrim Fathers 
landed at Plymouth. It was struck by 
lightning fourteen times; it survived 
the storms of centuries. Age did not 
wither it, lightning did not blast it nor 
avalanche move .it, but it fell—to an 
army of beetles so tiny that you or I 
could crush them between finger and 
thumb. Some of us are so like that! 
Like Samson, we stand up to storms 
with a certain amount of fortitude, but 
down we go before the daily army of 
tiny beetles—From Margaret Harwood, 
in the Methodist Recorder. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Shipwrecked in Spite of Warnings.— 
A Nazarite unto God ... if I be shaven, 
then my strength will go from me... 
she caused him to shave off the seven 
locks of his head; . . . the Philistines 
took him, and put out his eyes, ... he 
did grind in the prison house (Judges 
16:17, 19, 21). The steamer Portland left 
Boston harbor in the storm of Novem- 
ber, 1898. She left when all the signals 
for danger were flying; she left when 
the government agent at the signal of- 
fice had advised outgoing vessels to re- 
main in port; she left when the owners 
of the vessel had commanded her to 
stay at dock. Why she left, no one has 
ever been able to say. Her captain must 
have been apprehensive, for he said to 
the lighthouse keeper, “Keep your light 
burning bright tonight, for we may 
come back.” But she never came back. 
Outside the harbor the mighty storm 
caught the vessel in her embrace and 
tore her to pieces, and not one on board 
ever again saw home or friends. How 
many lives have been shipwrecked for 
the same reason! God has a plan for 
every life, and His orders must be 
obeyed. He knows the best for us all. 
God forbid that any of us should be- 
come wrecks because we have disobeyed 
our great Commander. “Whatsoever he 
saith unto you, do it."—From J. Wilbur 
Chapman. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Rich- 
mond, Kans. 


The Feast That Kills—And when De- 
lilah saw that he had told her all his 
heart, she sent and called for the lords 
of the Philistines (Judges 16:18). A man 
who was lying upon the grass noticed a 
little plant of sundew. Presently a tiny 
fly alighted upon it, and tasted one of the 
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tempting glands which grew upon the 
plant. Suddenly three crimson-tipped, 
fingerlike hairs bent over and touched 
the fly’s wings with a sticky substance, 
which held it fast. The fly struggled in 
vain to get free, but the more it strug- 
gled the more hopelessly it became be- 
smeared. It still, however, protruded its 
tongue, seeming to be feasting, while 
more and more held by other hairs, or 
tentacles, as they are called. When the 
captive was entirely at the mercy of the 
plant, the edges of the leaf folded in- 
ward, and looked like a closed fist. Two 
hours later the fly was only an empty 
sucked skin, and the leaf was opening 
for another unwary visitor—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans. 


Stiffening Needed.—And his strength 
went from him (Judges 16:19). A 
brewer was addressing a farmer’s con- 
vention, laying stress upon how much 
grain the brewers and distillers bought 
from the farmers. At the height of his 
flight of oratory he cried, “What would 
you farmers do with your surplus corn 
if we did not buy it?” A great hush 
came over the gathering. There seemed 
to be no answer to that startling ques- 
tion. But a little woman arose in the 
back of the hall and suggested, “Well, 
we might make it up into cornstarch to 
stiffen the men’s backbones.”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Better Than Knowing When To Stop. 
—And she said, The Philistines be upon 
thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his 
sleep, and said, I will go out as at other 
times before, and shake myself. And he 
wist not that the Lord was departed from 
him (Judges 16:20). A friend of mine told 
me that at an office party where liquor 
was being served, a member of the staff 


was being coaxed to drink by one of . 


the others. The woman kept refusing, 
and with a sneer the other person said, 
“Surely, Mrs.——, you’re strong enough 
to know when to stop.” The woman re- 
plied: “Where liquor is concerned, Mr. 
——, I’m taking no chances. My life was 
spoiled by a drunken husband. He used 
to say he knew when to stop, but it 
took a terrible illness to make him slow 
down, and then he didn’t actually stop 
—he kept taking the drink. You sneered 
at me for not taking liquor, Mr.—-; 
well, I’m not sneering at you for taking 
it, but I would like to tell you as a 
Christian, if you want deliverance from 
this evil habit, and Someone to make 
you strong to keep from it, try Jesus 
Christ."—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, To- 
ronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


x 
French Opposition to Alcohol 


(Continued from page 429) 


the Seine he had drowned him by hold- 
ing his head under water. He gave so 
precise a description of the scene and 
the victim that the police could do noth- 
ing else than to record him as criminal. 

“For months they searched for the 
body of the victim but found absolutely 
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no drowned person corresponding to the 
description given. Meanwhile the in- 
formant was subjected to a psychia- 
trist’s examination and was discovered 
to be a chronic alcoholic who had sim- 
ply dreamed having killed a man and 
had brought over this dream to real life. 
The psychiatrist added that in certain 
cases only a serious medical examination 
can discover this alcoholism as it is in 
latent form.” 
(To be continued) 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary President of the New York Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union 

The Drinker’s Lost Home.—During 
1956, the people of the United States 
spent ten and one-half billion dollars 
on alcoholic beverages. Someone has 
calculated that this sum of money would 
build four roads across America, from 
Portland, Maine, to Los Angeles, Calif, 
and line each road on both sides with 
$10,000 homes each on a 150-foot lot ad- 
joining one another. As _ individuals 
who permit liquor to flow across our 
country with little protest, and as a na- 
tion that accepts the revenue, we will 
have to answer to God for this great 
waste. 

The secretary of the Ohio Wholesale 
Beer Association told a group of his dis- 
tributors, “Let’s not wait until 1960 or 
1970. Let’s try to sell the American peo- 
ple now on the advantages of drinking 
a refreshing glass of beer. In reading 
the trade journals, we note that many 
experts and authorities are looking for- 
ward to the future, to 1960-65, when a 
large segment of our population will be- 
come twenty-one years of age. Let's 
not wait until 1960. Let’s try today.” 
In your Sunday school are many in this 
group. Let us see that they learn now 
the danger of the alcohol in that beer 
glass. 

Alabama Drys Win Great Victory.— 
Etowah County, in which is located 
Gadsden, the fourth largest city of Ala- 
bama, gave an overwhelming vote of 
about two to one when they voted, on 
February 21, to prevent the legal sale 
of liquor in the county. The churches 
and the W.C.T.U. covered the county 
with facts showing that the promised 
tax money would not meet a tenth of 
the cost caused by the sale of liquor 
and its results. 

The President of Honduras has banned 
the sale of alcoholic beverages on Sat- 
urday afternoons and Sundays. He said 
this decree was issued because of “an 
enormous increase in crime.” We are 
thankful when the sale is prohibited on 
any day, and especially on Sunday. 

A missionary working in Rangoon, 
Burma, writes: “The three enemies to 
our missionary work that confront us at 
all times are liquor, opium, and immo 
rality. Of these three, liquor is by fat 
the most common, the most difficult, and 
the most destructive.” If the use of 
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liquor could be stopped, the other two 
evils would diminish greatly. 

Teaching in the Dark.—“To ignore in 
our schools any reference to God when 
the Declaration of Independence, our 
pledge of allegiance to the flag, and our 
coins in daily use all refer to the exist- 
ence of an almighty deity is to ask our 
teachers to instruct in the darkness.”— 
Supt. of Florida Public Schools. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 22 
4. Paul’s Experiences in Athens 
(Acts 17:16-34) 


Topics are omppeiant by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


AST week, in this series of topics, 
“Let’s Go to Europe,” we found Paul 
in Berea where many Jews not only 
heard him preach but searched the 
Scriptures to verify the things that he 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


told them concerning their Messiah. 
Shortly after this, Paul and some of the 
Macedonian Christians boarded a vessel 
and sailed down the Macedonian coast 
and through the straits to the city of 
Athens. When the Macedonians parted 
from Paul at Athens to return to Mace- 
donia, they were instructed by Paul to 
tell Silas and Timothy to join him at 
Athens as soon as possible. It is in 
Athens, while Paul was waiting for Silas 
and Timothy, that this week’s Scripture 
portion from Acts 17 takes up the narra- 
tive, and we learn that Paul preached 
in the Jewish synagogue and also in the 
market place. 


sg 


Did you ever bite into an apple that 
outwardly appeared to be rosy and at- 
tractive, only to find it worm-eaten and 
bitter on the inside? Such was the con- 
dition in which Paul found the beautiful 
city of Athens. It had many magnifi- 
cent temples adorned with the finest of 
Greek art. Its architecture has never 
been surpassed for beauty, and is still 
copied in modern times. Here lived 
some of the world’s greatest statesmen, 
poets, historians, philosophers, and the 
like. But Athens was rotten at the core. 
With all its beauty and culture and re- 
ligion, it did not know the true God, and 
the life of both its wise men and the 
common people was shot through with 
selfish indulgence, sensuous immorality, 
and superstition. 


Paul’s preaching caught the attention 
of two groups of Athenian philosophers 
(v. 18). The Epicureans rejected the 
polytheism of the common people and 
taught that the Greek gods were too far 
off to be troubled about either the sins 
or the difficulties of men. They taught 
that true happiness consisted in indulg- 
ing in the greatest number of pleasur- 
able emotions and while, in some meas- 
ure, they frowned upon excesses, they 
nevertheless ruled out any future retri- 
bution. Their philosophy was some- 
what like the philosophy condemned in 
Isaiah 22:13 and 1 Corinthians 15:32, 
“Let us eat and drink; for to morrow 
we die.” The Stoics also recognized the 
weakness of the polytheistic religious 
system of their land, but they did little 
in the way of correction. They taught 
that man must be the master of circum- 


‘stances and must not yield to them or 


shrink from them, and must therefore 
be indifferent alike to pleasure and pain. 


oe 


Paul was brought by groups of these 
philosophers to Areopagus, or Mars Hill, 
an elevated place where the Athenian 
council of Areopagus met. We are not 
told whether or not the court was sit- 
ting at this time. The place may have 
been chosen merely because of its free- 
dom from the hustle and bustle of the 
market place where Paul had been 
preaching. 


Paul wasted no time in getting to the 
main point of his answer. He did not 
pay these philosophers a compliment, 
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as some have suggested, by referring to 
their many altars, and to their devotions 
(v. 23). The word “superstitious” (v. 
22) in our King James Version is shown 
as “religious” in the Authorized Version. 
In our language of today Paul might 
have said, “I notice that you are great 
worshipers.” Then he went on to tell 
these wise men that they were wor- 
shiping ignorantly. 
os . 

But while not a compliment, neither 
was this an insult. These men were not 
unlearned, but they had not yet re- 
ceived the truth that he was about to 
reveal to them, which was that the true 
God is the Creator of all men and the 
sustainer of life (v. 28); that He is not 
to be represented by images of gold or 
silver or stone made by men’s hands; 
that it is His will that men should be 
led to seek after Him and find Him 
through the witness of His creation; and 
that the day is coming when man will 
be raised from the dead and be judged 
for his acceptance or rejection of the 
true God revealed to him. It was this 
God, Paul told the Athenian philoso- 
phers, that he was preaching to them. 
However, as verse 32 shows us, these 
men, when they heard Paul speak of the 
resurrection of the’ dead, mocked him 
and postponed listening any further to 
Paul’s preaching. 
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What would you think of anyone, 
when invited to sit down with a family 
to enjoy a delicious dinner, who would 
say: “No, I cannot eat what you have 
provided until I investigate it further. 
I must find out just how those hard, 
ugly roots that you bought could possi- 
bly be transformed into these golden 
brown, candied sweet potatoes. I must 
find out how it is that that hard, un- 
pleasant-tasting pumpkin could be 
transformed into this delicious pumpkin 
pie merely by the addition of eggs, 
spices, and milk.” We would laugh at 
the discourtesy and foolishness of such 
an individual, for we know that the 
smallest child in our home could sit 
down and enjoy such a dinner without 
understanding the first thing about how 
it all came to be. 
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But sometimes folks speak just as 
foolishly about spiritual things. They 
take the position that it is impossible 
to enjoy spiritual blessings that God 
has prepared for us, such as salvation, - 
justification, forgiveness, and the like, 
until they have pulled them apart in 
an effort to learn just how they work. 
Naturally, the youngest and most im- 
mature child who can reason at all may 
accept and enjoy the spiritual good 
things that God offers, without under- 
standing them completely. 


se 


The philosophers on Mars Hill mocked 
Paul because they could not understand 
with their human reasoning how God 
could raise the dead. They would not 
accept the truth of the Gospel and put 
it to a test. This is the reason why God 
calls the wisdom of men “foolishness” 
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(1 Cor. 3:19). God pleads with men to 
“taste, and see.” So often men want to 
see before they taste. Paul wrote, you 
will remember, “But the natural [un- 
regenerate or unsaved] man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God: for 
they are foolishness unto him; neither 
can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). 


4 

If there are spiritual truths that 
trouble you and that you find it difficult 
to understand, the way out is to accept 
the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour 
and be born again. Do this as an act 
of simple faith, and then God will make 
plain to you those things that you can- 
not understand before you become a 
child of His. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





ay Bible Readings on the International 
ssons, issued the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


June 16 to 22 


Mon., June 16.—Num. 6:1-5. 
A Special ‘Vow. 
PraYeR SuccesTions: “A vow of a 
Nazarite.” The vow of a Nazarite was 
one of consecration to God for the pur- 
pose of observing certain abstinences 
for the glory of God and the good ex- 
ample for others in self-denial. The 
duration of the period of the vow was 
determined by the one who madc it. 
Christians‘do well to impose upon them- 
selves restrictions as regards habits and 
conduct and the like so as to keep the 
body in subjection. This is a service 
to God and a suggestion to others who 
in like manner should glorify God and 
exemplify virtue for Him. Pray for 
courage to say No to fleshly desires 
that tend to war against the soul. 


Tues., June 17.—Judges 13:2-7, 24. 
Dedicated to God. 
Prayer Succestions: “The child shall 
be a Nazarite unto God.” Samson was 
declared and devoted and definitely set 
apart unto God by his parents for a 


special God-willed service, and the sign 


of that separation was upon his un- 
shorn head. Christians likewise from 
their new birth are separated from the 
world. They are not of the world even 
as Christ is not of the world. “Come 
out from among them, and be ye sep- 
arate” (2 Cor. 6:17; Heb. 7:26). Pray 
that Christ’s glory, the end for which 
you were born of God, may be more 
evident in your ransomed life. 


Wed., June 18.—Judges 16:4-9. 
A Hidden Secret. 
Prayver Succestions: “Tell me, I pray 
thee, wherein thy great strength lieth.” 
Samson knew well that he should not 
discover his secret to another. When 


he slipped into sin, he slipped into 
weakness and carelessness. One sin 
will undo anyone. 


One step into sin 
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means that both feet will soon be in 
iniquity. “Sin shall not have dominion a 
over you: for ye are not under the law, 
but under grace” (Rom. 6:14). “Blessed 
is the man whose strength is in thee” 
(Psa. 84:5). Pray that you may always Y 
“be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might” (Eph. 6:10). 


Thurs., June 19.—Judges 16:13-17. o/ 
The Seeret Revealed 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He told her al] Times 
his heart.” “A froward heart” is an 
“abomination to the Lord” (Prov. 11; | 7 
20). “A man’s heart deviseth his way,” le 
and “teacheth his mouth” (Prov. 16:9, —_ 
23). Let us all be careful not to let our 
mouth cause us to sin. “A wise man’s 
heart is at his right hand; but a fool’s 
heart at his left” (Eccles. 10:2). “Keep Dr 
thy heart with all diligence; for out of the L 
it are the issues of life” (Prov. 4:23), Lo 
Pray that your mouth may be quick to § 4 gurv 
confess the Lord at every divinely given By 


opportunity. The Ne 
lege 
Fri., June 20.—Rom. 8:12-17. The M 


Life in the Spirit, By 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For as many ag 
are led by the Spirit of God, they are § gare 
the sons of God.” When we were in sin, mu. 
we were without the Spirit of God in 
the sanctuary of our soul. We were Less 


“natural” and “sensual,” not having the § °- 7 
Spirit. A Christian is one who has been _l 


“born of the Spirit” and who has Him Wad 
as the indwelling guest. “If any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his” (Rom. 8:9). If you have the 
Spirit, “live in the Spirit.” Pray for 
the Spirit’s leading, through the Word, 
in your every contact, COnSETEEER, and 


ministration. ‘And 
Sat., June 21.—2 Tim. 2:19-26. ND 

“Shun Youthful Passions.” tl 

Prayer Succestions: “Flee also youth-§ Who 

ful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, th 
... peace.” Christian young man, let § Walked 
no man despise thy youth. And let all su 
young people who love the Lord “bef Laid | 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of th 
his might.” Remember and serve the§ They sa 
Lord in youth and until your las sl 


breath. Life is short, eternity long§ Some 
Live for God and you cannot go wrong 
Pray that you may be always, onlygA faith 


















and all for God. Cal 
To rei 

Sun., June 22.—1 Pet. 1:13-21. str 
Holy Condud i we 

PRAYER Succestions: “But as he whid did 


hath called you is holy, so be ye holf How n 
in all manner of conversation.” 8& 


wa 
havior as becometh godliness and Ang ney 
profession of godliness is what the Wor From t 
indicates for the believer. Love “d0@iNg longe 
not behave itself unseemly” (1 Cor. iBut porn 


5). Many professed friends of Ch Hir 
behave themselves ill in their doing. 
“A bishop then must be . . . of good B 
haviour” (1 Tim. 3:2). Let all who le 
the Lord observe 1 Thessalonians 2: 
“Holily and justly and unblameab)j " 
Be sure that you may be blAmeless w 
the day of Christ Jesus. Pray that y@ 
“may be blameless and harmless,” @ 
child of God without rebuke before G 
(Phil. 2:15; 2 Pet. 3:14). 





